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The Power of Reading!

Creating a love of reading in children is potentially one of the

m|c1>st ?owerful ways of impacting on academic standards in
school.

There can be few better ways to improve pupils chances in
school, or beyond in the wider world, than to enable them to
become truly independent readers. — —

Reading is all about acquiring meaning; for
enjoyment, information and understanding.




What does the National Curriculum say for Year 1?

During year 1, teachers should build on work from EYFS, making sure that pupils can sound
and blend unfamiliar printed words quickly and accurately using the phonic knowledge.
Teachers should also ensure that pupils continue to learn new sounds as well as consolidate
those learnt earlier.

Pupils need to develop the skill of blending the sounds into words for reading and establish
the habit of applying this skill whenever they encounter new words. This will be supported by
practice in reading books consistent with their developing phonic knowledge. At the same
time they will need to hear, share and discuss a wide range of high-quality books to develop a
love of reading and broaden their vocabulary.

Pupils should be helped to read words without overt sounding and blending after a few
encounters. Those who are slow to develop this skill should have extra practice.

Teachers should ensure that their teaching develops pupils’ oral vocabulary as well as their
ability to understand and use a variety of grammatical structures, giving particular support to
pupils whose oral lanquage skills are insufficiently developed.



What does the National Curriculum say for Year 2?
By the beginning of year 2, pupils should be able to read all common graphemes. They should be

able to read unfamiliar words accurately and without undue hesitation, by sounding them out in
books that are matched closely to each pupil’s level of word-reading knowledge. They should also
be able to read many common words without needing to blend the sounds out loud first. Pupils
will increase their fluency by being able to read these words easily and automatically. Finally,
pupils should be able to retell some familiar stories that have been read to and discussed with
them or that they have acted out during year 1.

Teachers should continue to focus on establishing pupils’ accurate and speedy word-reading skills.
They should also make sure that pupils listen to and discuss a wide range of stories, poems, plays
and information books; this should include whole books. The sooner that pupils can read well and
do so frequently, the sooner they will be able to increase their vocabulary, comprehension and
their knowledge across the wider curriculum.

For pupils who do not have the phonic knowledge and skills they need for year 2, teachers should
use the year 1 programmes of study for word reading and spelling so that pupils’ word-reading
skills catch up. However, teachers should use the year 2 programme of study for comprehension so
that these pupils hear and talk about new books, poems, other writing, and vocabulary with the

rest of the class.



What does the National Curriculum say for Year 3?

By the beginning of year 3, pupils should be able to read books written at an age
appropriate interest level. They should be able to read them accurately and at a
speed that is sufficient for them to focus on understanding what they read rather
than on decoding individual words. They should be able to decode most new
words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the
word’s pronunciation.

As their decoding skills become increasingly secure, they should develop their
vocabulary and the breadth and depth of their reading, making sure that they
become independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers who read widely and
frequently. They should be developing their understanding and enjoyment of
stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction, and learning to read silently. They should
also be developing their knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide
range of subjects.



What does the National Curriculum say for Year 4?

During year 4, pupils should be able to read books written at an age appropriate
interest level. They should be able to read them accurately and at a speed that is
sufficient for them to focus on understanding what they read rather than on
decoding individual words. They should be able to decode most new words
outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the word'’s
pronunciation.

As their decoding skills become increasingly secure, they should develop their
vocabulary and the breadth and depth of their reading, making sure that they
become independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers who read widely and
frequently. They should be developing their understanding and enjoyment of
stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction, and learning to read silently. They should
also be developing their knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide
range of subjects.



What does the National Curriculum say for Year 5?

During year 5, pupils should be able to read aloud a wide range of poetry and
books written at an age-appropriate interest level with accuracy and at a
reasonable speaking pace. They should be able to read most words effortlessly
and to work out how to pronounce unfamiliar written words with increasing
ease. If the pronunciation sounds unfamiliar, they should ask for help in
determining both the meaning of the word and how to pronounce it correctly.

They should be able to prepare readings, with appropriate intonation to show
their understanding, and should be able to summarise and present a familiar
story in their own words. They should be reading widely and frequently, outside
as well as in school, for pleasure and information.

They should be able to read silently, with good understanding, inferring the
meanings of unfamiliar words, and then discuss what they have read.



What does the National Curriculum say for Year 6?

By the time they start year 6, pupils should be able to read aloud a wide range of poetry
and books written at an age-appropriate interest level with accuracy and at a reasonable
speaking pace. They should be able to read most words effortlessly and to work out how
to pronounce unfamiliar written words with increasing ease.

They should be able to prepare readings, with appropriate intonation to show their
understanding, and should be able to summarise and present a familiar story in their own
words. They should be reading widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for
pleasure and information.

They should be able to read silently, with good understanding, inferring the meanings of
unfamiliar words, and then discuss/ what they have read.

By the end of year 6, pupils’ reading should be sufficiently fluent and effortless for them
to manage the general demands of the curriculum in year 7, across all subjects and not
just in English, but there will continue to be a need for pupils to learn subject specific
vocabulary.



Reading @QMPS and
The Teaching of Reading

v SoundsWrite Phonics - https://sounds-write.co.uk/support-for-parents-and-carers|
v’ Daily Whole Class Reading (VIPERS)

v’ Daily Independent reading opportunities
v Reading with adults in school

v’ Reading across the curriculum

v’ Class Libraries

v' Daily Class novels and poetry

v' Link with Tewkesbury Library

v BugClub
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Whole Class Reading

MARGARET

https://www.queenmarg
aretschool.org/reading/



Understanding
(Comprehension)

Being able to read does not mean you understand what you

read.
Your child might sound like a good reader but may not

necessarily understand what the text means.

' The best way to develop understanding is to talk about texts.

The next slide is easy to read — does anyone understand
what it means”?



An extract taken _from a computer manual
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Whole School
use of
VIPERS to

teach reading
skills



Suramarise

What is Dad doing in the
picture?

Retrieval

What is the girl hoping for in
the picture? Explain how you
know

Inference

Who do you think the next
person to speak will be and
what will they say?

Predict
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For truly magic beans, it has to be HEIN2

"How many varieties oj"
Heinz beans are there?

Retrieval

 What, on the advert,
might persuade parents to
feed this to their children?

Inference

_Explain what Heinz have
done to make the beans
appear to be ‘truly magic’
in this advert.

Explain the author’s
choices



“They should be able to decode most new words outside their
spoken vocabulary”
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Read’mg at Home QUEEN
MARGARET

Make reading visible - have books available in your home.
Bug Club - https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/app/support/bugclub_contextual#:
Share books every day.

Talk about books.

Respect choices.

Visit the library




