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History of most recent Policy changes  

Version Date Page Change Origin of Change e.g. TU request, 
Change in legislation 

V1.0 June 
2024  

Document 
Creation  

Template for Academy use 
created  

The requirement to have a plan in 
place in each Academy  

V1.0a July 2025 Document 
adaptation 

Adapted for single academy Requirement to fully review every 
3 years 
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o Introductory Statement 

1.1 This Accessibility Plan (Plan) has been drawn up in consultation with the Principal and SENDCo of 
the Academy and covers the period from July 2025 to July 2028 The plan is available in large print 
or other accessible format if required.   

1.2 The plan takes account of the Academy's public sector equality duty set out in section 149 of the 
Equality Act 2010. 

1.3 We are committed to providing an environment which values and includes all pupils, staff, parents 
and visitors regardless of their educational, physical, sensory, social, spiritual, emotional and 
cultural needs.  We are further committed to challenging attitudes about disability and 
accessibility and to developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and inclusion.  

2 Background  

2.1 The Academy's layout and facilities include an intimate care facility which is accessible for all.   

2.1.1 The Academy is committed to making reasonable adjustments to allow disabled pupils to 
access educational provision at the Academy.   

2.1.2 We plan, over time, to increase the accessibility of provision for all pupils, staff and visitors to 
the Academy in the following areas: 

• increase the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the Academy 
curriculum 

• improve the physical environment of the Academy to increase access to education by 
disabled pupils 

• improve the delivery of information to pupils, staff, parents and visitors with 
disabilities. 

2.1.3 Attached are three action plans relating to the above.  These will be reviewed as and when 
necessary.  It is acknowledged that there will be need for ongoing awareness training for all 
staff in the matter of disability discrimination and the potential need to inform attitudes on 
this matter. 

2.1.4 The Accessibility Plan should be read in conjunction with the following policies, strategies and 
documents: 

• Academy prospectus  

• Disability equality scheme 

• Equality, diversity and inclusion information and objectives statement 

• health and safety policy 

• SEND Policy and Information Report  
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2.1.5 The Plan will be monitored by the Academy Council.  There will be a full review of the Plan in  
July 2028  when a new Plan will be produced to cover the next three years.  

2.2 Welcoming and preparing for disabled pupils 

2.2.1 Where it is practicable to make reasonable adjustments to enable a prospective pupil to take 
up a place at the Academy and to satisfy the current admissions criteria, the Academy is 
committed to providing those reasonable adjustments. 

2.2.2 In order to meet the needs of disabled pupils, the Academy requires full information.  The 
Academy will ask prospective pupils to disclose whether they have received any learning 
support, have had an educational psychologist's report or have any disability or other 
condition of which the Academy should be aware.  Where a pupil has an Education, Health 
and Care (EHC) plan the Academy will work with the Local Authority (LA) which makes and 
maintains the EHC plan to ensure that the identified provision is delivered appropriately. 

2.2.3 In assessing the pupil or prospective pupil, the Academy may need to take advice and require 
assessments as appropriate.  The Academy will be sensitive to any issues of confidentiality. 
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3. Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the Academy curriculum 

  Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe Goals achieved 

Short 
term  

Improve toileting facilities for 
children still in nappies or 
needing intimate care  

Provide additional toilet facilities area 
near the Yr 1 classroom 

New intimate care facility 
created 

Completion Sept 
2025 

Completed Sept 2025 

Short 
Term 

Develop an alternative 
learning space for children 
with complex needs that are 
currently supported in the 
hall  

Develop the spare classroom to reflect 
a suitable environment to meet 
outcomes for those children who are 
pre-verbal and pre-national curriculum 
or accessing and alternative curriculum 

Robins Classroom 
repurposed into SEN 
Classroom, The Nest’ for 
complex needs 

March 2026 Completed Sept 2026 

 

Medium 
term 

Improve access to 
competitive sporting 
activities in Move More   

Timetable in the QMPA calendar 
activities arranged by Move More that 
are specific to children with Additional 
Needs and ensure we access these.  

Children with complex 
needs are accessing 
outside sporting events 

Completion July 
2026 

Travel to activities 
remains a barrier for all 
children. 

Children with SEND 
attended the TAG 
rugby tournaments 
and training sessions 

Medium 
Term 

Develop an inclusive spaces 
to meet the needs of children 
with complex needs 

Explore Sensory Classroom and 
Helpkidzlearn curriculum to meet 
learning needs of children 

Ensure EHCP outcomes and met 
through access to the Nest 

Fully implemented 
curriculum that caters for 
children with complex 
needs 

Children have Daily 
Schedules that support 
the individualised 

July 2027  
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timetables they are 
learning to. 

Assessment for learning is 
through the Cherry 
Garden Curriculum 

Medium 
Term 

Develop an alternative 
learning space for children 
with SEMH that prioritises 
children with high 
dysregulation. 

 

Re-develop the Birdhouse to reflect a 
suitable environment to meet 
outcomes for those children who are 
finding the learning environment over 
whelming – SEMH needs (ADHD, 
Trauma, and access to an alternative 
environment that support learning in 
self-regulation and emotional literacy)  

Birdhouse Classroom 
repurposed into 
Alternative SEMH 
Classroom for children 
who needs to develop 
emotional literacy, self 
regulation, understanding 
in boundaries and develop 
access to the main 
curriculum. 

Jan 2027  

Long 
term 

The curriculum is fully 
adapted to meet the needs of 
children with SEND 

Continued PD with staff to ensure the 5 
a Day approach is fully understood and 
embedded in teaching approaches on a 
day-to-day basis 

Children with SEND make 
good progress in line with 
their peers or from their 
starting point 

Completion July 
2027 
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Key points to consider when completing this table 

3 do teachers have the necessary training to teach and support disabled pupils? 

4 are classrooms optimally organised for disabled pupils? 

5 are lessons responsive to pupil diversity? 

6 do lessons involve work to be done by individuals, pairs, groups, whole class? 

7 do staff recognise and allow for additional time required by some disabled pupils to use equipment in practical work? 

8 do staff recognise and allow for the mental effort expended by some disabled pupils, e.g. lip reading? 

9 do you provide access to computer technology appropriate for pupils with disabilities? 

10 are there realistic expectations of all pupils? 

11 do staff seek to remove all barriers to learning and participation? 

12 are pupils encouraged to take part in music, drama and physical activities? 

13 do staff provide alternative ways of giving access to experience or understanding for disabled pupils who cannot engage in particular activities, e.g. some 
form of exercise in physical education? 
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4. Improving the physical environment of the school to increase access to education by disabled pupils 

  Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe Goals achieved 

Short term Complete Learning 
Environment Audit 

INSET to discuss checklist and 
to use in the set up of the 
classroom ready to Sept 2025 

Audit completed 

Classroom set up to cater for 
children with Additional Needs 

12th Sept 2025 

 

 

Staff completed second 
Environment checklist in 
Sept 2026 

Short term Ensure the Year 1 classroom 
meets the learning 
environment checklist 

To reduce the noise output and 
distraction to allow children  
with hearing impairment the 
best possible chance to focus in 
on instruction and 
conversation.  

Carpet will be fitted to minimise 
noise output 

Sept 2025 Completed Oct 2025 

Short term Ensure learning environments 
meeting the Learning 
Environment Checklist 

Audit used for monitoring visits 
by SENDCo 

Classrooms 20th October 
2025 

Completed 30th October 

Medium 
term 

Conduct an audit of 
environment in consultation 
with the Physical Disability 
Team 

Invite the Advisory Service 
Physical Disability Team to 
inform future disability access 
to the environment 

Audit completed to inform 
future outcomes 

Summer term 
2026 

ATS Sensory and Physical 

Team attended setting and 

viewed facilities.  

Offered advice and support 

- 6th Jan 2026 see below for 

advice 

- advice actioned 

Medium 
term 

Improve access to hearing 
equipment for children in Year 
2 

Hearing Impaired Advisory 
Teacher to support SENDCo in 
installing technology to speak 
directly into child’s ear 
cancelling out surround sound 

Child with hearing impairment 
will engage more fully in the 
shared classroom learning and 
make accelerated progress from 
starting point 

Summer 2026 Radio device fully installed 

and used by all staff support 

child 
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Long Term  Improve accessibility to all 
classrooms  

Consider installation of ramps 
to allow access for wheelchairs 

 

All classrooms can be accessed 
regardless of physical need 

July 2028  

Key points to consider when completing this table 

o does the size and layout of areas, including all academic and social facilities, classrooms, canteen, library and common areas allow access for all 
pupils? 

o can pupils who use wheelchairs move around the Academy without experiencing barriers to access such as those caused by doorways, steps and 
stairs, and toilet facilities? 

o are pathways of travel around the Academy site and parking arrangements safe, routes logical and well signed? 

o are emergency and evacuation systems set up to inform all pupils, including pupils with SEN and disability; including alarms with both visual and 
auditory components? 

o are non-visual guides used, to assist people to use buildings? 

o could any of the décor or signage be considered to be confusing or disorientating for disabled students with visual impairment, autism or 
epilepsy? 

o are areas to which pupils should have access well lit? 

o are steps taken to reduce background noise for hearing impaired pupils such as considering a room's acoustics, noisy equipment? 

o is furniture and equipment selected, adjusted and located appropriately? 
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5. Improving the delivery of information to disabled pupils 

  Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe Goals achieved 

Short term Ensure all classes are 
supporting all children to 
access extended texts 

Use Widget adapted texts, text 
to speak software and other 
means to ensure the message 
meets the learner 

All children will be able to access 
more texts beyond their 
decoding ability 

Dec 2025 Completed - Widgets are 
used as part of Universal 
provision. Texts are 
enlarged when required 

Medium term Staff are more aware of IT 
capabilities in supporting 
children with additional 
need 

Arrange PD that staff highlight 
as areas of needs 

Staff audit of needs to provide 
strategic overview of PD needs  

More children able to access 
learning through technology and 
make progress from their 
starting point 

July 2026 Staff regularly use 
widget, ipad technology 
to increase motivation, 
access and expression – 
this is a continuing driver 
as technology grows and 
improves 

Long term Staff across the school are 
familiar with basic sign 
language that is used 
regularly 

Staff PD in sign language Children with Deaf parents feel 
more welcome and supported 

July 2028 Reception class teacher 
has undergone basic 
training and is using it in 
their own classroom and 
the Nest. 

Look to use basic signs 
across the school 
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Key points to consider when completing this table 

14 do you provide information in simple language, symbols, large print, on audiotape or in Braille for pupils and prospective pupils who may have difficulty 
with standard forms of printed information? 

15 do you ensure that information is presented to groups in a way which is user friendly for people with disabilities e.g. by reading aloud overhead 
projections and describing diagrams? 

16 do you have the facilities such as ICT to produce written information in different formats? 

17 do you ensure that staff are familiar with technology and practices developed to assist people with disabilities?



 

Report received – 6/01/2026 
Dear Both – as agreed, I visited school this morning to have a look at the facilities for 
children who are not yet continent. 
  
Following best practice in this area, the school have: 

• A toilet space with enough room for an adult & a child 
• A changing bed which is at a height which reduces the amount adults need to 

bend over 
• Individual intimate care plans for each student 
• Individual supplies for each student provided by their family 
• A clear recording policy 
• A suitable disposal system which is emptied weekly 
• A cleaning routine each time the room is used 
• A sink for handwashing with paper towels for hand-drying 

  
Other areas that school might wish to consider are: 

• Putting in a horizontal handrail at a suitable height for students who are changed 
standing up – this will give them more stability & encourage independence 

• A sign on the door which can be turned to show if the room is free or occupied; 
especially as the room is also used for 1st Aid 

• An enhanced system of alerting another member of staff if further assistance is 
needed – consider installing door bell 

• A footbox for the toilet if those using it can’t sit with their feet on the ground 
• Further use of the website www.eric.org.uk for staff, students & their parents 

  
Please let me know if you need further support in this area. 
Sheena – please could you ask Admin to attach a copy of this email to the Capita One 
records of the relevant students you support at Queen Margaret. 
  
Best wishes, 
  

 
Hannah Brown - Physical Disabilities Team 
(My working days are Monday to Friday during school term-time) 
  
Specialist Teaching & Educational Psychology Service (STEPS), 
1st Floor, Edinburgh House 
Coronation Square 
Cheltenham. GL51 7SA 
01452 328527 
 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feu-west-1.protection.sophos.com%2F%3Fd%3Deric.org.uk%26u%3DaHR0cDovL3d3dy5lcmljLm9yZy51ay8%3D%26p%3Dm%26i%3DNjkxZGEyYzA4OTA0Y2YzNTJhMWRjYTUz%26t%3DdlgybVFYOHBibWNLSWRFYzJRYWI4VENFV0IvK21ZSVlvUUM1RjhNM2ZKZz0%3D%26h%3D9175c59de4514e7d9445224beacb6d44%26s%3DAVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZTMhGIWZULivUGPZ6ndumSP0U83Mu_0-RUGqZYE7ILoCIaHrzpZfgPwIXbps-nYg0&data=05%7C02%7Cdaina.kelly%40clf.uk%7C7955c38d922b48785ba408de4d2ca127%7Ca79b23568c244922b420c6e26d0b4091%7C1%7C0%7C639033051233551034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=123HtrSpet7gK50yNwix%2Fie38a7QyQsChNqUyzs%2BK%2FY%3D&reserved=0

